NON-VIOLKNCE IN PEACE AND WAB
can be said about husband and wife. If you apply this simple
and universal rule to employers and labourers, landlords and
tenants, the princes and their subjects, or the Hindus and the
Muslims, you will find that the happiest relations can be estab-
lished in all walks of life without creating disturbance in and
dislocation of life and business which you see in India as in
the other parts of the world. What I call the law of Satyagraha
is to be deduced from an appreciation of duties and rights flow-
ing therefrom,"
Taking the relations between the Hindus and the Muslims
for his illustration, Gandhiji, resuming his remarks on rights
and duties, said on the 29th June:
" What is the duty of the Hindu towards his Muslim neigh-
bour ? His duty is to befriend him as man, to share his joys
and sorrows and help him in distress. He will then have the
right to expect similar treatment from his Muslim neighbour
and will probably get the expected response. Supposing the
Hindus are in a majority in a village with a sprinkling of Mus-
lims in their midst, the duty of the majority towards the few
Muslim neighbours is increased manifold, so much so that the
few will not feel that their religion makes any difference in the
behaviour of the Hindus towards them. The Hindus will then
earn the right, not before, that the Muslims will be natural friends
with them and in times of danger both the communities will act
as one man. But suppose that the few Muslims do not recipro-
cate the correct behaviour of the many Hindus and show fight
in every action, it will be a sign of unmanliness. What is then
the duty of the many Hindus ? Certainly not to overpower
them by the brute strength of the many ; that will be usurpa-
tion of an unearned right. Their duty will be to check their
unmanly behaviour as they would that of their blood brothers.
It is unnecessary for me to dilate further upon the illustration.
I will close it by saying that the application will be exactly the
same if the position is reversed. From what I have said it is
easy enough to extend the application with profit to the whole
of the present state which has become baffling because people
do not apply in practice the doctrine of deriving every right
from a prior duty well performed.